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Frequently cited texts include:
In His Own Words: Dialogues with Ren: The eight English volumes of Ren Zhengfei’s 

interview transcripts, published by Huawei and available at https://  www.huawei 
.com/ en/ media-  center/ company-  facts.

On the Record: Huawei Executives Speak to the Public: The five English volumes of 
other Huawei executives’ interview transcripts, published by Huawei and available 
at https://  www.huawei.com/ jp/ facts/ interview-  library/ hear-  from-  the-  top-  executives 
- of- huawei.

Huawei People [华为人]: The Chinese edition of Huawei’s main internal newspa-
per. Issues from the years 1993 to 2024 are available at https://  xinsheng.huawei 
.com/ next/#/ newpaper/ channel? pageType= 1.

Huawei People, English edition: Issues from the years 2001 to 2024 are available 
at https://  xinsheng.huawei.com/ next/#/ newpaper/ periodicals? pageType= 4& lang= en.

US v. Meng, BCSC: Meng Wanzhou’s extradition hearing filings, found in court 
file 27761 for case United States v. Meng, 2020 BCSC 785, at the Vancouver Registry 
of the Supreme Court of British Columbia.

Interviews with individuals who did not wish to be identified are undated to help 
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ensure anonymity. On first reference in each chapter, Chinese works are cited in En-
glish translation alongside their original Chinese titles and thereafter cited in English 
translation alone. In the case of nonfunctioning URLs, some are cached at archive.org 
or archive.ph.

Epigraph

 1. Admiral William A. Owens, foreword to The Huawei Story, by Tian Tao with 
Wu Chunbo (Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications, 2015).

Introduction

 1. Details of Meng’s detention come from US v. Meng, BCSC.
 2. South China Morning Post, “Judge Releases Video of Huawei’s Meng Wanzhou 

Being Searched at Airport before Arrest,” streamed on August 22, 2019, You-
Tube video, 1:49, https://  www.youtube.com/ watch? v= eTrUmg3x5xc.

 3. Statement of Meng Wanzhou taken by Cst. Winston Yep, Affidavit of Donna 
Chan,  0948-  0973, US v. Meng, BCSC.

 4. Maggie Miller, “Huawei Threat ‘No. 1 Concern’ Moving Forward, Trump Na-
tional Security Adviser Says,” The Hill, November 16, 2020, https://thehill 
.com/policy/cybersecurity/526165-huawei-threat-no-1-concern-moving-for 
ward-trump-national-security/.

 5. Ren Zhengfei, “Ren Zhengfei’s Interview with the Financial Times,” Huawei 
(website), June 24, 2019, archived April 29, 2023, at the Wayback Machine, 
https://  web.archive.org/ web/ 20230429201256/ https://  www.huawei.com/ br 
/ facts/ voices- of- huawei/ ren-  zhengfeis-  interview-  with-  the-  financial-  times.

Part I

 1. Ren Zhengfei, “Views on China’s Rural Phone Network and Switching Indus-
try” [对中国农话网与交换机产业的一点看法], Huawei People [华为人], no. 8, 
July 20, 1994.

Chapter 1: The Bookseller

 1. Ren Moxun’s birth name was Ren Musheng. His writings were largely pub-
lished under the name Ren Moxun. It was common in his generation to have 
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more than one name for use in different situations. His son Ren Zhengfei re-
ferred to him as Ren Moxun in the essay “My Father and Mother” [我的父亲母
亲], in Huawei Selected Writings [华为文摘], vol. 7 (Shenzhen: Huawei Technolo-
gies Co., 2002), 217.

 2. Ren Moxun, “In the Early Days of the  Anti-  Japanese War, the  Seven-  Seven 
Bookstore in Rongxian County Was the Distribution Office of the Life Book-
store, Spreading Progressive Ideas to Inspire Young People to Push Forward”  
[抗战初期融县七七书店即生活书店分销处传播进步思想启引青年前进方向], in 
Selected Collection of Duyun’s Literary and Historical Materials [都匀文史资料
选辑], vol. 5 (Duyun: Duyun Municipal Committee of the Chinese People’s Po-
litical Consultative Conference [中国人民政治协商会议贵州省都匀市委员会], 
1986),  19–  27. Other details of the bookstore are drawn from this essay.

 3. Rongxian (融县) was renamed the Rongshui Miao Ethnic Minority Autono-
mous County (融水苗族自治县) in 1965.

 4. Description based on jacket photos from Ren Moxun, Basic Knowledge of Mod-
ern Mandarin for Middle School Students [中学生现代汉语基本知识] (Guiyang: 
Guizhou People’s Publishing House [贵州人民出版社], 2002).

 5. Ren, “My Father and Mother,” 217. Ren writes that his father had to leave uni-
versity in Beijing and return home a year before graduation due to the death of 
his parents.

 6. Ren Zhengfei has five younger sisters and one younger brother, according to Li 
Hongwen, Ren Zhengfei & Huawei: A Business and Life Biography (London: 
LID, 2017), chap. 1.

 7. State Council Information Office [国务院新闻办公室], “50 Years of Human 
Rights Development in China” [中国人权发展50年], State Council of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China (website), February 2000, http://  www.gov.cn/ gongbao 
/ content/ 2000/ content_ 60013.htm.

 8. Ren, “In the Early Days,” 20.
 9. Wei Kaizhang [韦凯章], “Guangxi Rongxian County  Seven-  Seven Bookstore”  

[广西融县七七书店], in History of Bookstore Work [书店工作史料 四], vol. 4 
(Beijing: Xinhua Bookstore Headquarters [新华书店总店], 1990),  118–  20.

 10. Ren, “In the Early Days,” 24.
 11. Ren, 23.
 12. Ren, 25.
 13. Jodi L. Weinstein, Empire and Identity in Guizhou: Local Resistance to Qing Ex-

pansion (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2014), 4.
 14. Weinstein, Empire and Identity in Guizhou, 61.
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 15. Tom Mackenzie (@TomMackenzieTV), “#Huawei founder Ren Zhengfei 
handed me these pix during our  interview—  Ren (at back) with mother + 6 sib-
lings circa 1950,” Twitter, May 27, 2019, 2:53 a.m., https://  twitter.com/ Tom 
MackenzieTV/ status/ 1132902521981276161.

 16. Ren, “My Father and Mother,” 217. Ren writes that his mother had limited for-
mal education and had  self-  studied. His mother taught middle school math, 
according to Meng Wanzhou, “Grandma, Can You Hear?” [奶奶，你能听见
吗？], Huawei People [华为人], no. 115, March 28, 2001.

 17. “Mr. Ren Zhengfei,” Huawei (website), archived February 17, 2023, at the 
 Wayback Machine, https://  web.archive.org/ web/ 20230217161008/ https://  www 
.huawei.com/ us/ executives/ board- of- directors/ ren-  zhengfei.

 18. He Qinan [贺其难], “A Comfort in Old Age” [晚年的欣慰], Qiannan Daily [黔南
日报], August 19, 2018. He recalled working with Ren Moxun at a school lit by 
kerosene lamps in Guizhou’s Rongjiang County around the year 1947.

 19. “Ren Zhengfei Accepts Interview with Sony CEO: Only by Tolerating Opposi-
tion Can Talent Emerge” [任正非接受索尼CEO采访：容忍反对才会人才辈出], 
Entrepreneur Daily [企业家日报], February 19, 2019.

 20. Details of Ren Moxun’s arrival in Zhenning from Ren Moxun, “The First Mi-
nority Middle School in My Province” [我省第一所民族中学], in Selected Col-
lection of Duyun’s Literary and Historical Materials [都匀文史资料选辑], vol. 2 
(Duyun: Duyun Municipal Committee of the Chinese People’s Political 
 Consultative Conference [中国人民政治协商会议贵州省都匀市委员会], 1983), 
 216–  23.

 21. Ren Yijun [任以均], “Zhenning Minority Middle School’s Experience in Re-
solving Language Barriers and Improving Teaching Outcomes” [镇宁民族中学
解决语言隔阂提高教学效果的经验], Chinese Language [中国语文], no. 5 (May 
1955):  28–  30. This appears to be a piece written by Ren Moxun under a pen 
name. The preface of Ren’s Basic Knowledge cites his article about the school in 
this issue of the journal as impressing officials at China’s Ministry of Educa-
tion.

 22. Wang Fangli [王芳礼], “Remembering Two or Three Things about Principal 
Ren Moxun” [回忆任摩逊校长二三事], in Love in the Silver City: Remembering 
Ren Moxun’s Days at Zhenning Minority Middle School [爱在银城 : 忆任摩逊在
镇宁民族中学的日子], comp. Wu Aimin and Chen Guoping [吴爱民、陈国平] 
(Guiyang: Guizhou Publishing Group [贵州出版集团], 2018), 105.

 23. Ren, “The First Minority Middle School,” 217.
 24. Ren, 217. Ren Moxun does not mention the specific reason for the death threat 
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against him, beyond writing that there was “collusion between class enemies 
outside the school and individual reactionary teachers and students inside the 
school.”

 25. Details of the rallies, including allegations against US soldiers, from Ren 
Moxun, “The First Minority Middle School,” 218.

 26. Ren Moxun, preface to Basic Knowledge of Modern Mandarin for Middle School 
Students [中学生现代汉语基本知识] (Guiyang: Guizhou People’s Publishing 
House [贵州人民出版社], 2002); and Ren, “Zhenning Minority Middle School’s 
Experience,”  28–  30.

 27. Ren, Basic Knowledge, photo insert.
 28. Ren Zhengfei, “Ren Zhengfei’s Interview with Le Point,” in In His Own Words: 

Dialogues with Ren, vol. 4 (Shenzhen: Huawei Technologies Co., 2019), 54.
 29. Ren Moxun, “Experience from Establishing Duyun Teachers’ Specialty 

School” [创办都匀师范专科学校的经过], in Selected Collection of Duyun’s 
 Literary and Historical Materials [都匀文史资料选辑], vol. 3 (Duyun: Duyun 
Municipal Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Confer-
ence [中国人民政治协商会议贵州省都匀市委员会], 1984), 125.

 30. Qiannan Bouyei and Miao Autonomous Prefecture History Gazetteer Compi-
lation Committee [黔南布依族苗族自治州史志编纂委员会], Qiannan Bouyei 
Ethnic Group 1 Major Events [黔南布依族苗族自治州志 第一卷 大事记] (Gui-
yang: Guizhou People’s Publishing House [贵州人民出版社], 2005), 124. Ac-
cording to this source, one commune production team said that each person’s 
daily quota had been lowered to 2.6 liang (两) of grain a day, and that “other 
canteens in the district also could not guarantee basic food needs.”

 31. Li Shiquan [李仕铨], “Remembering Qiannan Prefecture’s First Ethnic Group 
Teachers’ School” [记黔南州第一所民族师范学校], in Selected Collection of 
Duyun’s Literary and Historical Materials [都匀文史资料选辑], vol. 6 (Duyun: 
Duyun Municipal Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative 
Conference [中国人民政治协商会议贵州省都匀市委员会], 1987),  246–  47.

 32. Qiannan Bouyei and Miao Autonomous Prefecture History Gazetteer Compi-
lation Committee, Qiannan Bouyei Ethnic Group 1 Major Events, 124. The au-
thors mention, in particular, the East Wind Commune, where 8,860 people 
developed swelling sickness due to grain rations being too low, with 3,234 of 
them “cured in time.”

 33. Cao Shuji [曹树基], “Death and Its Causes in China from 1959 to 1961” [1959-
1961年中国的人口死亡及其成因], Chinese Journal of Population Science [中国人
口科学], no. 1, 2005, https://www.yhcw.net/famine/Research/r060628a.html.
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 34. Ren, “Experience from Establishing Duyun Teachers’ Specialty School,” 127.
 35. Ren, “My Father and Mother,”  218–  20.
 36. “Mr. Ren Zhengfei.”
 37. Shi Xian [施希安] et al., comps., History of the Chongqing Institute of Architec-

ture and Engineering [重庆建筑工程学院校史] (Chongqing: Chongqing Univer-
sity Press [重庆大学出版社], 1992), 127.

 38. “Building a Closer Relationship, Spurring Ideological Reformation, Teachers 
and Students Labor Together at the Beijing Foreign Studies University and 
Chongqing Institute of Architecture and Engineering” [密切了相互关系 促进
了思想改造 北京外语学院 重庆建工学院师生共同劳动], Guangming Daily [光
明日报], March 9, 1964.

 39. Shi et al., History of the Chongqing Institute,  98–  99.
 40. Shi et al., 175.
 41. Shi et al., 175.
 42. “Going Down in Infamy: About the Traitor Luo Guangbin’s Suicide to Evade 

Punishment” [遗臭万岁 : 关于叛徒罗广斌的畏罪自杀], 8·18 Battle Report [8・18 
战报], May 18, 1967, in A New Collection of Red Guard Publications, Part III: A 
Comprehensive Compilation of Red Guard Tabloids from the Provinces, ed. Song 
Yongyi, vol. 4 of 52 (Oakton, VA: Center for Chinese Research Materials, 2005), 
1193.

 43. From 1966 to 1968 during the Cultural Revolution, Chongqing was a center of 
deadly battles between rebel groups, known as the Violent Struggle, or Wudou 
(武斗).

 44. Guobin Yang, The Red Guard Generation and Political Activism in China (New 
York: Columbia University Press, 2016), 40.

 45. Chris Buckley, “Chaos of Cultural Revolution Echoes at a Lonely Cemetery, 50 
Years Later,” New York Times, April 4, 2016, https://  www.nytimes.com/ 2016 
/ 04/ 05/ world/ asia/ china-  cultural-  revolution-  chongqing.html.

 46. Ren, “My Father and Mother,” 222.
 47. Ren, 217.
 48. Wang Jin [王锦], “Friends of the Provincial Political Consultative Committee 

Visited Our County” [省政协之友社来我县考察], Pujiang News [浦江要闻], 
April 21, 2023, http://  www.pj.gov.cn/ art/ 2023/ 4/ 21/ art_ 1229224385_ 59114553 
.html.

 49. Pujiang Fabu (Zhejiang Province Pujiang County People’s Government News 
Office verified Weibo account) [浦江发布(浙江省浦江县人民政府新闻办公室
官方微博)], “Ren Ancestral Home to Be Restored to Original Appearance” [任
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氏祖居将恢复原貌], Weibo, November 29, 2020, https://  m.weibo.cn/ status 
/ 4576916465520972.

 50. Ren, “My Father and Mother,” 218.
 51. Ren, 220.
 52. Ren Moxun, “A Few Words from the Perspective of Educational Development” 

[从教育发展角度说几句话], in Selected Collection of Duyun’s Literary and His-
torical Materials [都匀文史资料选辑], 6:3.

 53. Feng Jugao [冯举高], “The Teacher’s Teachings Were Actually Quite Straight-
forward” [师道其实很质朴], Qiannan Daily [黔南日报], August 5, 2018.

 54. Ren, “My Father and Mother,” 220.
 55. Ren, 220.
 56. Ren, 221.
 57. US Consulate Guangzhou, “Huawei Says 3Com Plans Still Uncertain,” 

WikiLeaks Cable: 08GUANGZHOU171_ a, March 21, 2008, https://  search 
.wikileaks.org/ plusd/ cables/ 08GUANGZHOU171_ a.html.

 58. Ren, “My Father and Mother,” 222.
 59. Huawei Public Relations Team, “Responses to Additional Questions from The 

Wall Street Journal,” in In His Own Words: Dialogues with Ren, vol. 7 (Shen-
zhen: Huawei Technologies Co., 2019), 138.

 60. Ren Zhengfei, “Ren Zhengfei’s Interview with The Wall Street Journal,” in In 
His Own Words: Dialogues with Ren, 7:115.

Chapter 2: The Factory in the Cave

 1. Jodi L. Weinstein, Empire and Identity in Guizhou: Local Resistance to Qing Ex-
pansion (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2014),  14–  15.

 2. Tong Heling [童鹤龄], “Demystifying 011, Part 5 and 6” [揭秘0一一(五六)], 
 Anshun Daily [安顺日报], January 3, 2020.

 3. Yang Wanshu [杨万树], “My Time at Panzhihua and Base 011” [我在攀枝花和
011基地], in Farewell to the Nameless Lake: The Whereabouts of the Fifth Gradu-
ating Class of Peking University 3 [告别未名湖 北大老五届行迹 3] (Beijing: 
 Jiuzhou Publishing House [九州出版社], 2015), 375.

 4. Guizhou Provincial Chronicle Compilation Committee [贵州省地方志编纂委
员会], “Chapter 1: Base 011” [第一章 011基地], in Guizhou Provincial Chronicle 
Mechanical and Electronic Industry Chronicle [贵州省志 机械电子工业志] (Gui-
yang: Guizhou People’s Publishing House [贵州人民出版社], 1988), 105.

 5. James G. Hershberg and Chen Jian, “Reading and Warning the Likely Enemy: 
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China’s Signals to the United States about Vietnam in 1965,” International His-
tory Review 27, no. 1 (March 2005), 58, http://  www.jstor.org/ stable/ 40110654.

 6. Dan Lanshan [单兰山], “I Was Xiaoping’s Photographer” [我给小平当摄影师], 
Guangan Daily [广安日报], October 9, 2018, http://  cpc.people.com.cn/ BIG5/ n1 
/ 2018/ 1009/ c69113-  30329870.html.

 7. Guizhou Provincial Chronicle Compilation Committee, “Chapter 1: Base 
011,” 105.

 8. Liu Lin [刘琳], “Aviation Industry Corporation of China Shenyang Aircraft 
Corporation: Good People and Good Horses Build the Third Line” [航空工业沈
飞 : 好人好马建三线], China Aviation News [中国航空报], September 10, 2021, 
http://  www.cannews.com.cn/ 2021/ 09/ 10/ 99332149.html.

 9. Tong Heling [童鹤龄], “Demystifying 011, Part 8 and 9” [揭秘0一一(八九)], An-
shun Daily [安顺日报], January 17, 2020.

 10. Du Linjie [杜林杰], “Past Events of Guizhou 011” [贵州011往事], New West [新
西部], June 2019, http://  www.xxbcm.com/ info/ 1013/ 58765.htm.

 11. Ren Zhengfei, “Ren Zhengfei’s Interview with The Wall Street Journal,” in In 
His Own Words: Dialogues with Ren, 7:115.

 12. Liu, “Aviation Industry Corporation of China Shenyang Aircraft Corporation.”
 13. James Lewis, interview by the author, 2022. After working at the Commerce 

Department, Lewis went on to be a director at the Center for Strategic and In-
ternational Studies.

 14. Fan Zhiyong, “Declaration of Fan Zhiyong,” January 30, 2020, in Comments of 
Huawei Technologies Co. Ltd. and Huawei Technologies USA Inc., Exhibit 
MM at 3, filed February 3, 2020, PS Docket No. 19- 351, https://  www.fcc.gov 
/ ecfs/ document/ 102030067606114/ 2.

 15. See Huawei Public Relations Team, “Responses to Additional Questions from 
The Wall Street Journal,” in In His Own Words: Dialogues with Ren, vol. 7 (Shen-
zhen: Huawei Technologies Co., 2019),  138–  39; and Wuhan Statistics Bureau  
[武汉市统计局], “Introduction to the State Construction Third Bureau Second 
Company” [中建三局二公司简介], in Wuhan Statistics Yearbook 1996 [武汉统计
年鉴 1996] (Wuhan: China Statistics Press [中国统计出版社], 1996), 436. Ac-
cording to local government reference books, the Second Company of the State 
Construction Commission’s Third Bureau was founded in Chongqing in 1954, 
and it carried out construction projects in Guizhou and Yunnan Provinces be-
fore being moved to Wuhan in 1970.

 16. See Yu Likun [于立坤], Ren Zhengfei [任正非传] (Beijing: Beijing United Press  
[北京联合出版社], 2020), 19; Sun Like [孙力科], Biography of Ren Zhengfei [任正
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非传] (Hangzhou: Zhejiang People’s Press [浙江人民出版社], 2017), 16; and Lin 
Chaohua [林超华], Famous and Silent: Biography of Ren Zhengfei [声名显赫又
沉默如谜 : 任正非传] (Wuhan: Huazhong University of Science and Technol-
ogy Press [华中科技大学出版社], 2016), 21. Ren’s first marriage to Meng Jun is 
often briefly mentioned in domestic biographies of Ren, with some mentioning 
that she was the daughter of Sichuan’s  vice-  governor. A person with knowl-
edge of the matter confirmed to the author that these reports are correct.

 17. He Shu [何蜀], Fighting for Chairman Mao [为毛主席而战] (Hong Kong: SDX 
Joint Publishing [三联书店], 2010), 77 of 395, Google Play Books.

 18. Huang Changguo [黄昌国], “Memories of Being a Royalist in Chongqing and 
Bombarding the Central Cultural Revolution Group during the Cultural Revo-
lution” [文革中我在重庆当保皇派和炮打中央文革的回忆], China News Digest  
[华夏文摘增], March 20, 2007, www.cnd.org/ cr/ ZK07/ cr397.gb.html.

 19. Ren Zhengfei, “Ren Zhengfei’s Interview with Chinese Media,” in In His Own 
Words: Dialogues with Ren, vol. 3 (Shenzhen: Huawei Technologies Co., 2019), 
 60–  61.

 20. Ren, “Ren Zhengfei’s Interview with Chinese Media,” 60.
 21. He, Fighting for Chairman Mao, 110 of 395, Google Play Books; and Huang, 

“Memories of Being a Royalist.”
 22. Ren, “Ren Zhengfei’s Interview with Chinese Media,” 60.
 23. Photos of Meng Dongbo from Wuxi New Fourth Army History Research 

 Association [无锡市新四军历史研究会], “Meng Dongbo” [孟东波], in Selected 
 Edition of Wuxi People of the New Fourth Army, vol. 2 of 2, rev. ed. [新四军无锡
籍人物选编修订本下] (Beijing: Chinese Communist Party History Publishing 
House [中共党史出版社], 2015), 412; and Sichuan Province Area Annals Edit-
ing Committee [四川省地方志编纂委员会], eds., Annals of Sichuan Province: 
Annals of Foreign Affairs [四川省志 : 外事志] (Chengdu: Bashu Publishing 
House [巴楚书社], 2000), photo insert.

 24. Details of Meng Dongbo’s early life from Meng Dongbo, “My Enlightening 
Teacher Chen Zhenbai” [我的启蒙恩师陈枕白], in Chen Zhenbai Commemora-
tive Collection [陈枕白纪念文集] (Beijing: China Literature Publishing House 
[中国文学出版社], 2003),  43–  45.

 25. Wuxi New Fourth Army History Research Association, “Meng Dongbo,” 414.
 26. Meng Dongbo was Sichuan Province’s director of metallurgical industry (冶金

工业厅长) from September 1958 to October 1965, according to Sichuan Prov-
ince Area Annals Editing Committee [四川省地方志编纂委员会], eds., Annals 
of Sichuan Province: Annals of Metallurgy [四川省志 : 冶金工业志] (Chengdu: 
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Sichuan Science and Technology Publishing House [四川科学技术出版社], 
1992), 308.

 27. Meng Dongbo, “The Sun Shines on the Main Path, Sichuan’s Iron and Steel 
Situation Is Good” [总路线阳光普照 四川钢铁形式好], Metallurgical News [冶
金报], January 4, 1960; and Zhang Rulan [张如兰], “Memories of the ‘Big Steel 
Push’ Campaign” [大办钢铁运动的回忆], in A True Record of Key Events in 
Contemporary Sichuan 1 [当代四川要事实录 1] (Sichuan: Sichuan People’s Pub-
lishing House [四川人民出版社], 2005), 89. In “The Sun Shines,” published by a 
 state-  run journal, Meng Dongbo writes that Sichuan had exceeded its iron and 
steel quotas for the year. In Zhang’s oral history, he says that Meng, his col-
league, was assigned to investigate the efficacy of the primitive kilns, and that 
even though they all knew the kilns were ineffective, they were obliged to im-
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