
WHAT IS POVERTY ABOLITIONISM?

WHAT ARE SOME TANGIBLE STEPS TO BECOMING  

A POVERTY ABOLITIONIST? 

LEARN MORE AT MATTHEWDESMONDBOOKS.COM 

#POVERTYABOLITIONIST #POVERTYBYAMERICA

POVERTY, BY AMERICA | MATTHEW DESMOND | ON SALE 3/21/23 | HC ISBN: 9780593239919
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“Ending poverty in America will require new policies and renewed political movements. . . . But it will 
also require that each of us, in our own way, become poverty abolitionists, unwinding ourselves from our 

neighbors’ deprivation and refusing to live as unwitting enemies of the poor.”

Poverty abolitionists seek to divest from poverty in our consumer choices and investment decisions. We 
support a government actively striving to end scarcity by expanding policies that empower the poor. 
Standing for shared prosperity, we detest all forms of exploitation and oppose opportunity hoarding 
in our communities. We are solutionists, doers, prioritizing plan over critique, usefulness over purity—and 
we must organize.

• �Conduct a poverty audit, examining the ways you, your community, and your  

associations are connected to THE problem—and the solution.

• �Withdraw support from corporations that exploit  

their workers.

• �Welcome affordable housing developments in your  

community.

• �Support policies that disrupt poverty instead of ones 

that accommodate it.

• �Reject a scarcity mindset and recognize the nation’s 

bounty.

• �Join an antipoverty organization working to eliminate 

poverty in America.


